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Fiber Art 
 

Fiber is the 2017-18 art medium. Camp Fire is continuing to follow the established six-year cycle of art 

mediums for the National Art Experience — painting, fibers, printmaking, photography, clay, and open 

medium.   
 

The fibers theme includes any art that is created by using fibers — such as yarn, cloth, or string — and includes 

such artwork as macramé, weaving, sewing, painting on cloth, knitting, photos on cloth, and more. The 

purposes of the National Art Experience are to encourage creativity and explore art as a career or hobby. 
 

To participate in the Camp Fire National Art Experience, you can choose from several activities. You may 

do these activities with your Camp Fire group, at your Camp Fire program site, with your family, or on 

your own. Be sure to learn about the rules and deadlines for your council’s art show or experience.   

  

National Art Experience Youth Activities — Fiber Art 
 

To participate in the National Art Experience, you need to complete four of the 10 activities. We encourage 

every participant to enter a piece of artwork in the council’s experience:  

 

1. Field Trip. Visit an art gallery, museum, or craft show where fiber art is on exhibit and try some of these 

activities. Talk to an artist who uses fibers in his or her artwork. Ask why she or he chose fibers, and ask 

about art as a career. View samples of the artist’s work. Remember to be respectful of the artworks and 

other visitors. After your visit, discuss with your group the advantages of using certain fiber products for 

specific art projects. 

 

2. Uncovering Hidden Artists — Women and Artists of Color. It has only been within the last three 

decades that women, American Indians, African Americans, and other underrepresented artists have 

been recognized for their accomplishments. Create a poster display of works by underrepresented 

artists. When you visit a museum, look for works by artists from underrepresented groups. 

 

3. Talk to a Pro. Have a conversation with a fiber artist and find out why working with fibers is important to 

them. Ask how they get ideas or inspiration for their work. What kinds of tools, techniques, and 

processes do they use? What else can you ask them? 

 

4. Basket Weaving for Beginners! Try out your basket-weaving skills with this fun paper bowl version. 

Don’t forget to decorate your basket with the incorporation of patterns. Once you get the hang of it, use 

the same technique for a flat weaving using a paper plate. More detailed instructions are available at: 

http://www.education.com/activity/article/Teach_the_art_basket_weaving/.  

 

5. Hula Hoop Rug. What does it take to transform a pile of old T-shirts into a spectacular work of woven 

art? Just a spare hula hoop or embroidery hoop and some time. Learn the basic hoop-weaving technique 

http://www.education.com/activity/article/Teach_the_art_basket_weaving/


 

by crafting a colorful accent rug to brighten up a room. See the instructions at: 

http://wonderfuldiy.com/wonderful-diy-hula-hoop-woven-rug-from-old-shirts/ 

 

6. Make Your Own Jump Rope! With this classic finger-weaving project, you can get a jump on an outdoor 

favorite by recycling old socks and outgrown tights into colorful jump ropes. Learn more at:  

http://craftscollection.net/?p=1391 

 

7. Wearable Art! To make a belt or a bracelet using straw weaving you will need plastic straws and three 

pieces of yarn, each approximately two arm-lengths long. See the instructions at: 

http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/do/strawweaving.html. 

 

8. Yarn Wrapped Coil Rope Pots. Wrap a 12-foot length of rope with assorted colors of yarn. Connect each 

new piece of yarn using an overlap method. Coil the rope to the desired shape. Then stitch the coils 

together by stitching around two rings at a time. Examples can be found at: 

http://www.artsonia.com/museum/gallery.asp?exhibit=414015.  

 

9. Spark a Career! Conduct research into ways artists turn their creativity into successful careers. Identify 

six industries that employ the skills used by artists and describe the types of jobs held by artists in each 

and what formal schooling is required. 

 

10. Exhibit Your Art! Choose one of your pieces or create a new one for the Camp Fire Art Experience held 

by your council. Prepare your work for exhibit, and make sure your name and return address are securely 

attached to the piece, as well as a hanger if required. Fill out the entry forms in full and see that your 

artwork is delivered to the council by the deadline. 

 

 

 
If you choose, you can earn the Camp Fire National Art Experience emblem, which 
is a diamond shape to symbolize creation. A hand symbol and a star symbol are on 
the emblem, which represent your personal creativity. You can earn this emblem 
each year in which you participate in the National Art Experience. You will need to 
complete four of the 10 activities listed above and enter a piece of artwork in the 
council’s experience in order to earn this emblem. In addition to the emblem, you 
can earn a purple national project bead for each of the activities listed that you 
complete.  
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