
 
Project Weather Ready 

Camp Fire participants will learn about weather conditions and steps to take when 
confronted with weather-related disasters.  

Participants earn a purple national project bead for each step completed and the 
Weather Ready Emblem when the project is completed. 

Part 1: The Need for Disaster Preparedness 

1) Find out which natural hazards could be a threat to your community. 
2) Make a decision about which hazards to study. 
3) Collect hazard safety brochures or information available online from your local Red Cross Chapter 

or emergency management agency. 
4) Make a plan to share the safety information with groups in your community who would be at a 

great risk of death or injury in a disaster or with people you know, family members, classmates, or 
friends. 

Part 2: Getting Ready 

1) Find out how weather warnings are distributed in your community. You can visit a radio/television 
station, or invite a reporter/meteorologist to a meeting to talk about weather warnings, or you can 
research the topic. 

2) Make a list of supplies and the amounts you would need in a safety kit for the people in your 
home, or put together a safety kit for your Camp Fire meeting area, or make a poster listing and 
illustrating the supplies you should keep in a safety kit at home or in school. Place the poster in 
the meeting area or someplace in the community. 

3) Draw or list the personal items everyone would need in the shelter, or draw a picture or write a 
description of every member of your family to help you think of what would be important to take to 
a shelter. 

4) If you have a pet, plan the safest place you could leave your pets if you had to go to a shelter. 
Don’t forget to include your pets’ food and water needs in your family safety kit supply list. 

5) Meet with your family to determine a relative in another town who could take and pass on 
messages after a disaster. Also talk about where you might go if you can’t get back to your home 
after a disaster. 

Part 3: Study the Appropriate Weather Hazards 

A) Earthquake Safety (Compete 3 Activities) 
1) Invite a local middle school, high school, or college geology or science teacher to explain 

earthquakes and what causes them. 
2) Practice “Duck, Cover, and Hold” until it becomes an automatic response. 
3) Plan and do a Hazard Hunt at home or at the Camp Fire meeting place. 
4) Find a safety spot in every room of your home and meeting place. Draw a picture or floor plan 

showing the safety spots. 

B) Hurricane Safety (Do All) 
1) Invite someone from emergency management or from your community’s law enforcement 

agency to explain the evacuation plans for your area. 
2) Get hurricane tracking charts and the next time a tropical depression develops, follow its 

progress, or help your family check the outside of your home to find the objects that might 
blow away in a hurricane wind, or be carried away in a flood or storm surge. 

C) Tornado Safety (Compete 2 Activities) 
1) Visit or write the nearest forecasting center of the National Weather Service. Find out what 

they look for in predicting tornadoes. 



 
2) Get a list of tornado safety procedures from Red Cross or emergency management offices. 

Using their suggestions, draw a floor plan or picture of your house or apartment and identify 
the areas that may provide safety for your family in case of a tornado. 

3) Hold a tornado drill at home and in your meeting place. 
4) As a group, write an article for the local newspaper or blog telling readers how important it is 

to take cover immediately when a tornado approaches. 

D) Flood Safety (Compete 2 Activities) 
1) Invite a local water engineer or county extension agent to explain how the local water supply 

can become polluted after a flood and steps to protect citizens from the floods and the water 
pollution it causes. 

2) Talk to someone at your local water department, your community extension service, or online 
for techniques on water purification. Try the techniques in the clean water you get from your 
faucets. 

3) Measure a piece of rope and cut it four to six feet long. Then walk around your community 
and hold up the rope against buildings, cars, and other familiar places to see how high flood 
waters can get. 

4) Measure the depth of a tuna or cat food can and mark it off in 1/8” increments or parts. Put it 
outside where rain can fall directly into it. Check the time when a rain starts, and check the 
time again just before you see how much rain is in your can. Use this information to see how 
much rain fell in how much time. From this information, can you figure out how much rain 
might have fallen if you had waited for one hour? For two hours? 

E) Thunderstorm and Lightning Safety (Do All) 
1) Get information from your local Red Cross office (or from a reliable source online) and find 

out how to protect yourself from lightning. Discuss the information. 
2) Make sure that everyone in your Camp Fire group knows the name of the county or parish 

they live in, in case a severe thunderstorm watch or warning is issued. Find the county/parish 
on a map. 

3) Research activities which you should not do during a thunderstorm and discuss with your 
group. 

F) Winter Storm Safety (Compete 3 activities) 
1) Play the blizzard game. 
2) Invite an elderly relative or friend to explain what life was like before we had modern furnaces 

and heaters in our cars. 
3) Plan to have “Weather Buddies” to identify and check up on older people in your 

neighborhood during especially cold periods this winter. 
4) Hold a winter fashion show to demonstrate layered dressing for warmth. 
5) Volunteer to shovel steps and sidewalks for older neighbors, friends, or relatives. 

 

 


